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MARKET SQUARE:
1836
Market Square is one of two public spaces set aside by the city’s founding
fathers, Augustus C. Allen and John K. Allen.
1841-1962
Market Square was the site of thecity’s public market and home
to city hall. Throughout the 19th and early 20th century,
Market Square was home to Houston’s retail grocery,
baking and butchering operations. Buildings surrounding the
square were built in the decades following the Civil
War and supported these grocer operations. Three ornate
Victorian City Hall and Market Houses were built on the
square. Each structure burned and city hall was moved to
its current location in 1939. The last structure was turned
into a bus station until a devastating fire forced the city to
demolish the structure in 1962.
1962-1976
The square became a parking lot until Houston’s Junior
League raised funds to turn the square into a park.
1986
In an effort to improve the park, DiverseWorks and the Downtown
Houston Association joined in an effort to transform the square into
a better park. Artist such as James Surls and Malou Flato.
2011
Market Square has been transformed through a $3 million
improvement plan. Based on Bryant Park in New York City, the
park acts like a backyard for residents near by including a
dog run and a beloved Montrose Neighborhood Restaurant, Niko
Nikos.

PROGRAM:
The project is an ArtPlace that explores hybrids or multi-use buildings.  It is
meant to revitalize the Market Square area and be a counter-point to the 
Theater District.  The building is to house an “edgy” destination 
supporting more affordable and experiemental arts forms (ARCH 3500 
syllabus).  

Multi-uses include:
Gallery of Visual Arts:
 gallery of film artifacts and memorabilia   3000 sq.ft.
 multi purpose gallery   2000 sq.ft.
 outdoor gallery (secure)   700   sq.ft.

ART HOUSE CINEMA
 mid capacity theater   1500 sq.ft.
 small capacity theater   800   sq.ft.
 projection booths    125   sq.ft.
 theater lobby, tickets, concessions  1500 sq.ft.
 managers office    150   sq.ft.

RESTAURANT
 entry patio    500   sq.ft.
 interior dining    1500 sq.ft.
 exterior dining    1000 sq.ft.
 bar     750   sq.ft.
 kitchen     1500 sq.ft.

RETAIL/GROUND LEVEL
 retail     5500 sq.ft.
 stairs     700   sq.ft.
 elevator lobby    500   sq.ft.
 mechanical electrical   2000 sq.ft.
 loading area/service elevator  150   sq.ft.

COMMON AREAS    5000 sq.ft.

DESIGN INTENTION:
The design intention of the project is to seperate the various uses of the 
building with a courtyard or plaza space while connecting to views of 
Market Square.  The restaurant and theater spaces are to be located at the
 corner of Preston and Milam for approching view from automotive traffic.
The voided seperation area forces the project to become multi-story.  This 
allows the project to address the 8 story building next door in regards to 
height.  The site has no southern exposure due to the 8 story structure
and minimal east and west exposure due to the minimal depth of the site.
It is fourtunate to have almost an entire northern exposure allowing for 
more freedom in terms of glazing and passive systems.  Structurally, the
intention is to have a steel framed structure encased in concrete independent 
of the building walls or glazing systems.  The floor plates are the load bearing
elements for exterior wall systems and glazing.
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